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Section 1		General

Dominican College Sion Hill aims to help each student reach her full potential academically, spiritually, physically emotionally and socially in a happy secure environment.

We strive to foster an environment where students can develop a love of learning that will endure throughout their lives. Staff will endeavor to assist students to develop their talents, and acquire skills and strategies that will help them become confident, independent and active learners. 

Note that there is a separate policy dealing with Gifted and Talented students. It is supplementary to this document and is not intended to replace it. 



[bookmark: _30j0zll]Section 2		Study/Homework

[bookmark: _1fob9te]How much Study/Homework? 
Study is defined as the combination of (i) homework (written and oral), (ii) revision and (iii) exam preparation. In the build up to exams, study time should exceed minimum stated. 
We believe that study is an essential part of the learning process. It is important that students record homework each day in their journal, both written and memory work for all their subjects. Students should ensure that they take home all the books they require each night. Homework assigned over a long time frame should be started the day it is given to avoid build-up and panic later on. 
It is difficult to prescribe exactly how long students should spend studying. It varies from student to student, from subject to subject and from day to day. The following is a guideline only. It is the quality of the time spent which determines the benefits of homework. The following table gives a recommended minimum study time for each year group. It also shows the maximum amount of homework that should be issued by any one subject.


	Year
	Study per day
(Mon-Fri)
	Study at Weekend
(Sat & Sun)
	Homework per subject
(Mon-Fri)

	1
	1-2 hours
	2.5 – 3hours
	0-20 minutes

	2
	2 hours
	3 hours
	0-20 minutes

	3
	2.5 hours and more as exams approach
	5 hours
	0-30 minutes

	4
	See Transition Year Programme

	5
	3 hours
	5-6 hours
	0-40 minutes

	6
	3-4 hours and more as exams approach
	8-10 hours
	0-40 minutes




[bookmark: _3znysh7]
Advantages of Homework
· Allows each student to develop skills and to revise material recently  taught in class.  
· It helps students retain and gain a deeper understanding of work covered in class.  
· It helps students prepare for the next lesson.  
· Revision is made easier.  
· Complete homework provides valuable feedback to teachers about the  progress of students and their own delivery of a topic.  
· Helps to build self-confidence.  
· Develops students’ organisational skills and self-discipline.  
· Gives parents an opportunity to become involved in daughter’s education. 
· Is vital for exam success.  
[bookmark: _2et92p0]What is Homework?  
· Short written answers to be written each night.  
· Short exercises aimed at practising new skills/applying new concepts.  
· Writing answers in work book.  
· Drawings, diagrams or maps.  
· Longer written answers which may be completed over longer time frame. 
· Essays.  
· Project work that may extend over a few weeks. 
· Gathering material for inclusion in portfolios 
· Practicing or completing art work.  
· Researching.  
· Memory work involving recapping and learning material covered in class. 
[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Special Educational Needs

In setting homework for students with special needs teachers are encouraged to balance the right of students to share fully in the work of the class, including homework tasks, with their individual learning needs. Subject teachers will collaborate with the Learning Support team to ensure class tasks are manageable, and individual skill practice can be incorporated without overloading the student. Where possible teachers will guide the gifted student in furthering their learning and research.

[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Feedback on Homework
Feedback is critical to improving learning as it both influences students’ motivation to learn and their ability to do so. Feedback includes telling students what they have done well and what they need to do to improve. It also includes reminding students of what they were aiming to achieve (the learning intentions). Finally, high quality feedback is always given against explicit and agreed criteria for success 

A Standardized Assessment Template is used when correcting student’s written work. 

Feedback by teachers takes the form of:  
· General comments for all the class to clarify or to re-present an element of the material or to correct a mistake made by a large number.  
· Comments at end of work or in margin.  
· Written correction of error especially in language homework.  
· A grade written at the end of the work. 

Teachers at all times try to encourage effort and let the students know what is good about their work while at the same time indicating where improvements are needed. Students should try to learn from the homework feedback so that they develop what is good and not repeat mistakes the next time.  

[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]Assessment for learning (AFL). 

Assessment for Learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go and how best to get there. Assessment for Learning is also known as formative assessment. Assessment for learning is widely used in the school as a strategy for promoting learning. 
Some of the features are outlined below: 
· assessment can be based on a variety of information sources (e.g., portfolios, works in progress, teacher observation, conversation) 
· verbal or written feedback to the student is primarily descriptive and emphasizes strengths, identifies challenges, and points to next steps 
· as teachers check on understanding they adjust their instruction to keep students on track 
· no grades or scores are given - record-keeping is primarily anecdotal and descriptive 
· occurs throughout the learning process, from the outset of the course of study to the time of summative assessment 

Students are encouraged to reflect on their own learning. By doing this, students can
· become more aware of the knowledge and skills that they have developed 
· identify strengths and areas for development 
· develop and action plan for future learning 
· gain greater understanding of themselves and how they learn 
· take more responsibility for their learning 
As part of this process, each student sets herself a target grade in each subject. These target grades are reviewed on an ongoing basis. In House exams, a cover sheet is used with specific areas for student reflection and feedback.

[bookmark: _4d34og8]Section 3		Supervised Study 

After school supervised study is available to all students of any year every day of the week for two hours at the below times.

Supervised Study Times
Monday – 3.55pm – 5.55pm
Tuesday – 3.55pm-5.55pm
Wednesday – 1.30pm-3.30pm
Thursday – 3.55pm-5.55pm
Friday – 3.55pm-5.55pm
The cost for attendance depends on the number of students. Every effort is made to keep the cost as low as reasonably achievable. Students can sign up for supervised study as any stage of the academic year. 
[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]

Section 4		Examinations and Reports 

Summative assessments are used to evaluate student learning, skill acquisition, and academic achievement at the conclusion of a defined instructional period—typically at the end of a project, unit, course, semester, program, or school year. Teachers use summative assessment in class at appropriate stages of the course. 
In addition, there are three sets of house exams per year for all year groups. These formal house exams are held in:
October (typically the last week before the mid –term break)
February (typically the last week before the mid-term break). These February Exams also act as Trial Examinations for the Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate classes.
May (usually the last week of the Summer term)
A full report (with individual teacher feedback) is issued for each student after each set of house exams through VSWare. All parents/guardians have online access through VSWare to their daughters’ reports. 
· 
· 



[bookmark: _17dp8vu]Section 5		Monitoring Academic Progress

It is the goal of our school to ensure that every student reaches her own potential academically. There is a comprehensive academic monitoring programme in place to ensure this happens. This is summarized here

	Monthly assessments
	A grade is issued to for each student every month in every examinable subject. 

	Target Grades
	Each student set herself a target grade in each subject. This goal setting is seen as an important tool in promoting a growth mindset in our learners.

	Student Journal
	The Student Journal contains areas on academic progress, target grades and self-assessment. These are reviewed by students, guardians and tutors regularly

	Parent Teacher Meetings
	These are held once a year for each year group. These meetings are a valuable opportunity for discussing individual students progress and goals. 

	Academic Awards
	Academic awards are held for each year group in the school. At these awards, medals are issued for highest attainment within each subject. 

	Ability testing
	Students undergo ability testing in various areas such as Verbal, Quantitative and Spatial reasoning. This data is used to identify particular strengths in students. 

	Academic Ratios
	Data from ability testing are compared to attainment in house exams. An Academic Ratio is calculated for each student after every set of house exams.  These academic ratios are monitored closely and used to ensure that all students are reaching their full potential academically.  

	Academic Advisory Meetings
	At various stages in their learning, students are asked to reflect on their learning to date by completing an Academic Advisory Sheet. (See Appendix) This is then reviewed with the teacher and /or Year Head and future strategies aimed at improving outcomes are agreed. 







[bookmark: _3rdcrjn]Section 6		Leaving Certificate Subject Choice

The importance of appropriate Subject Choice for Leaving Certificate cannot be overemphasized.  

Students should use the following criteria when making subject choices: 
· Choose subjects that interest them the most at the moment or new subjects that could interest them more.  
· Choose subjects that they are best at.  
· Consider subjects they may need in the future for entry into a college course or  particular career area.
· Students need to check out carefully the content of the courses at Leaving Certificate level by looking at the textbooks, talking to teachers and senior  students in Sion Hill or elsewhere.  
It is important to be aware that many college courses have specific subject requirements. These mainly relate to Irish, English, Maths, a Foreign Language and a Laboratory Science subject  
The Transition Year Programme in the school plays an important role in helping learners make an informed choice on Subject Selection for Leaving Certificate. 

This is achieved in the following ways:
· All Transition Year students study compulsory modules in all non-compulsory Leaving Certificate Subjects available in the school. This sampling of Leaving Certificate subjects helps students to assess their aptitude for each subject
· EirQuest is a career guidance programme designed for students planning to take the Irish Leaving Certificate. It is based on an interest questionnaire (online based). EirQuest analyses individual student responses and produces an interest profile based on over 40 broad career areas. As part of the EirQuest report, students receive a personalized subject selection and availability chart. 
· Information afternoons are provided by Subject Teachers and existing Senior Cycle students. These sessions are a hands-on way to provide students with relevant information prior to subject selection. 



[bookmark: _26in1rg]Section 7 	CAO System

A comprehensive explanation of the Centralised System for college admissions may be found at http://www.cao.ie. The student Journals also contain useful information. 
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[bookmark: _35nkun2]Section 8		How Parents and Guardians can help


· Supporting the school in the implementation of this policy.  
· Inform the school early if your daughter is having a problem with a subject.  
· Checking your daughter’s homework and showing an interest in her work.  
· Checking and signing your daughter’s Student Journal each week.  
· Ensuring that your daughter has a suitable place to do homework.  
· Distraction like television, mp3 players, mobile phones, iPODS etc should be discouraged.  
· Ensure that your daughter gets sufficient sleep each night.  
· Ensure that there is a suitable balance between study and social life.  
· Parents should be aware of the detrimental effect of part time work on academic  achievement and should ensure that the number of hours devoted to part-time jobs  is minimised or eliminated in 3rd and 6th year.  
· Ensure that your daughter has a healthy breakfast and lunch every day.  
· Attend all your daughter’s parent teacher meetings and other relevant meetings.  
· Communicate any concerns regarding your daughter at the earliest opportunity.  
· Encourage your daughter to participate in supervised study.  
· Remember - Homework improves examination performance  



[bookmark: _1ksv4uv]Section 9		Advice to Students

· Have a quiet place to do your homework.  
· Do your homework as soon as you can.  
· Tackle the hard work first.  
· Have a homework timetable – and stick to it.  
· Organise your time appropriately, spreading it with reasonable uniformity  over your subjects.  
· Start a revision notebook.  
· Memory/learning work is as important and often more important than  written work.  
· Students should be aware of the detrimental effect of part time work on  academic achievement and should ensure that the number of hours devoted  to part-time jobs is minimized or eliminated in 3rd and 6th year. 
· Take advantage of supervised study.  
· Ensure that you have a healthy breakfast and lunch every day  
· Take regular breaks  
· Get a good night’s sleep  
· Let a teacher know if you have a problem with a subject  
· Let a teacher know if you have a problem with homework.  



Section 10		Appendix

Academic Advisory Sheet

Correction Key

Revision Template
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